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“Sabbath and True Rest”

July is a season when many of us travel, take vacations, or
simply enjoy a slower pace of life. Yet even when our sched-
ules become lighter, our minds can remain busy with worries,
plans, responsibilities, and endless distractions. Physical rest
is important, but God invites us into something deeper: true '
spiritual rest.

When the disciples returned from their ministry work, Jesus said to them, “Come with
me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest” (Mark 6:31). Notice that Jesus
did not simply tell them to stop working. He invited them to come away with Him. True
rest is not merely the absence of activity; it is the presence of God.

The Sabbath reminds us that our value does not come from how much we accomplish.
Psalm 46:10 says, “Be still, and know that | am God.” In stillness, we remember that
God is at work even when we are not. We discover that our souls need renewal just as
much as our bodies.

This summer, consider practicing a simple “mini-Sabbath” wherever you are:

1. Pause and Notice.

Sit on your porch, at a campsite, or by a window. Spend five minutes simply noticing
God’s creation. Give thanks for what you see, hear, and experience.

2. Read a Short Scripture Slowly.

Choose a verse such as Psalm 23 or Matthew 11:28. Read it several times, allowing
God’s Word to settle into your heart rather than rushing through it.

3. Offer a Prayer of Surrender.

Take a moment to place your worries, plans, and unfinished tasks into God’s hands.
Trust that God is carrying what you cannot.

Whether you are traveling far away or staying close to home, may this season be more
than a vacation. May it become an opportunity to hear Christ’s invitation anew: “Come
away and rest a while.” In those quiet moments outside our normal routines, we may
discover that God has been waiting there all along.

Grace and Peace,

Kew. Hﬂ/v [ee

W Join us on Sunday July 19 at 10:00 a.m. at the Darlington
& church. We will be having a Praise Sing Worship Service.
= There will only be one service that day.

|| Join us as Carly Winslow and her group sing Praise
songs of worship with different instruments.

There would be a special collection that would go to the
"0 Choir that day.
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Extra Giving from Offering Envelopes
during the Month of June

. In Memory of Jerry Davis given by Dixie Davis.

Add your loved ones or friends to this list by filling out your offering

envelope and designating an extra amount to be given in Memory or in
Honor of someone to celebrate a Birthday or Anniversary. It's a great way to
acknowledge those special people in your life. The amounts will never be listed!

A look at the Darlington numbers Online Giving &

for May. Mobile Giving

Income $16,272.21 | Go to https://secure.myvanco.com/L-

Expenses - _15,540.66 | zJ3M/home for our online giving version

Difference $ 731.55 | or download the app in your Apple or

YTD 2026 Google Play app. Enter with church

YTD Income $73,205.16 | code FS4XM7. Thank you for your contin-

YTD Expenses - _66,829.44 | ued support to the church.

YTD $ 6,375.72 y
VANCO

2026 Apportionment Total - $26,484 MOBILE

Paid YTD - $3,551

Balance Left for 2026- $ 22,933 P> Google Play

Percentage paid - 13.41%

to take a summer vacation...please
remember to support your church

2025
ReRearsal Apportionments

Wednesday N

%%\/ N

Religious Education and Choir are on Congratulations
Summer break. They will be back in to Fayette on

September. Watch the August News- paying your 2025
letter for return dates. Have a great Apportionments

Qmmer / \ in full.
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Rooted in Leadership, Growing in
Generosity

Stewardship Conference
August 14-15, 2026

Registration is now open for this summer’s Stewardship Con-
ference at Pine Lake, and I'd love to invite you and others from your church to be part
of it.

Too often, stewardship is approached as a set of techniques or seasonal strategies.
While those are important, they are only part of the picture. Thriving congregations un-
derstand that strong, faithful leadership and a clear sense of mission are what inspire
generosity in the first place.

This year’s conference is designed to bring those two areas together — helping church
leaders grow both as stewards and as leaders.

Location: Pine Lake Camp (with Zoom participation available)
Attend: One day or both days
Register at: https://www.wumf.org/upcoming-events

You can expect:

e Practical stewardship tools (narrative budgeting, year-round planning, endowment
best practices)

e Leadership development workshops (leading change, engaging across genera-
tions, building healthy culture)

o Time for reflection, conversation, and connection with other church leaders

e Access to workshop recordings after the conference to share with your leadership
teams

Whether you’re a pastor, lay leader, finance team member, or stewardship volunteer,
this conference is designed to equip you with both the “how” and the “why” of cultivat-
ing generosity in your congregation.

| encourage you to take a moment to register and begin thinking about who else from
your church might benefit from attending
alongside you.

If you have any questions or want to talk about

how this could support your congregation, I'd WISCONSIN UNITED
love to connect (608-837-9582 METHODIST FOUNDATION
or jason@wumf.org).

Grace and peace,
Jason
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Fall Relaxation Retreat
September 10-13, 2026

Living Water: Are you thirsty?

_ _ ation retreat
Drink deep and be refreshed at our Fall Relaxation Re- mmﬁgiﬁaﬁ?;ﬁﬁ?ﬁbﬁﬁﬁé“"
treat, the perfect long weekend at beautiful Pine Lake OO i s N

time, water activities, crafts. Lots of z'ee time and a Thursday

UMC Camp with over 400 acres to explore. This retreat is [oitustestpimiutsistpd
designed as a peaceful oasis, a sacred space to pause,

breathe, and receive the living water Jesus offers through His word and the Holy Spir-
it. We will learn the importance of water for our bodies, taste a varieties of waters,
learn about Pine Lake, and discover the lessons God provides for us about living wa-
ter so we can quench our thirst and be renewed.

Thursday night beach party! Wear your favorite cabana clothes as we celebrate the
new boardwalk and waterfront deck! Along with yoga, meditation, hikes, tea time,
Christian music, and the prayer labyrinth we will have a naturalist to lead some hikes
and sessions and an art teacher to help us capture the beauty we see in watercol-

or! Enjoy evening vespers at the campfire, plenty of free time, a gorgeous retreat cen-
ter to stay in, meals cooked for you, and a connection to God’s gift of relaxation given
to us all, because he loves us.

What to bring: Journal or Notebook and Pen, Yoga Mat, and or blanket. Favorite
Christian song to share. A favorite tea if you'd like to share (a variety will be provided).
Rain activity or craft. Christian Video if you have one you’d love to share on a rainy
day. IF you want to fish, you’ll need to purchase a license prior to camp. We will have
experienced anglers on hand to help you, and provide gear and bait, and even help
you clean the fish so you can bring a meal home!

To register, click here: https://lwiumcamps.campbrainregistration.com/

Scrip sales cost you nothing and provide support for our church.
ﬁsh WthS # il The UMW sells Scrip cards: gift cards to over 750 retailers.

OP I CHP These cards are sold to you at face value, costing you nothing
more than you would normally spend. They are purchased
though a discount, yielding a small profit for the church.

You can place an order with Sheila Kelly at kellysheila87 @gmail.com or 608-482-
1141. You can even purchase scrip on-line for immediate arrival of your printable gift
cards at https://www.raiseright.com/ Thank you Sheila for your hard work directing
this important fund raising program!



mailto:kellysheila87@gmail.com
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2026 In Gathering

WI Conference you have done it again. You outdid yourself by donating more Person-
al Dignity Kits, Home Care Kits, money and so many more items at Annual Confer-
ence this year. There is evidence of the Holy Spirit in the WI Conference. And there is
evidence of the WI folks loving and taking care of their neighbors around the world
and around the corner.

At last year's Annual Conference in 2 days, you provided 1,340 Personal Dignity
Kits. You provided 491 Home Care Kits. And you donated a total of $7,904.00. For
every $1 spent, $4 of relief is sent. That's a pretty good ROI don't you think?

This year in just 1 day of Ingathering you provided 2,452 Personal Dignity Kits and
238 Home Care Kits. Did you know that Midwest Mission sent almost 500 Home Care
Kits to Milwaukee last year?! You are helping your neighbors just around the corner.
And this year in just 1 day you donated $11,050.11.

Thank you to everyone from Darlington and Fayette Churches who donated.

bumesTat Twillc

Hosted by the Darlington Main Street program each Sunday night in July, This year’s event
will be held weekly at the Darlington Veterans Memorial Park on Main Street near the Meth-
odist Church Be sure to bring your chairs or blanket and enjoy the music.

Each evening is from 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Sunday June 21: Adam Bartles Band

Sunday June 28: Tessa & The Cosmic Cowboys
Sunday July 5: Ten Gallan Hat

Sunday July 12: Scrap Metal

Sunday July 19: Dick White & The South 40 Band
Sunday Jully 26 : Guys Night Out-featuring local talent

Summer treats/food and refreshments will be sold at each concert by various vendors/non-
profit groups.
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Seeing God in the Ordinary

One of the challenges of faith is learning where to look for God.

Many of us grew up hearing stories of burning bushes, parted seas, miraculous heal-
ings, and dramatic conversions. We read about manna falling from heaven and
prophets calling down fire. If that's our expectation, we may assume that God's pres-
ence always arrives with flashing lights and unmistakable signs.

But most of life isn't lived in the extraordinary. Most of life happens in ordinary mo-
ments. It happens in the exhausted joy of holding a newborn child for the first time. It
happens in the quiet conversation shared over coffee with a friend who asks how
you're really doing. It happens when a neighbor shovels a driveway, a teacher stays
late to help a struggling student, or someone sends a card simply because they
sensed another person needed encouragement.

It happens when we sit on the porch at the end of the day and watch the sun sink be-
low the horizon. It happens around dinner tables, hospital bedsides, baseball fields,
church potlucks, and family reunions.

These moments may not seem miraculous, but perhaps they are holy, nonetheless.

The Book of Esther offers an intriguing reminder of this truth. It tells the story of a
young Jewish woman who becomes queen and, through courage and wisdom, helps
save her people from destruction. Yet there is something unusual about Esther. God
is never mentioned by name. Not once.

No booming voice from heaven. No angelic messenger. No spectacular miracle.

Instead, God seems to work quietly through ordinary people making courageous
choices at precisely the right moments. Through faithfulness. Through relationships.
Through wisdom. Through risk.

Mordecai says to Esther, "Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for
just such a time as this" (Esther 4:14).

Perhaps that is how God often works. Not only in grand displays of power, but
through everyday people who choose kindness over indifference, courage over fear,
generosity over selfishness, hope over despair.

Maybe the invitation of faith is not simply to ask, "Where are the miracles?" but to
train our eyes to notice God's fingerprints already present in our daily lives.

This summer, slow down enough to pay attention.

Watch the sunset. Celebrate milestones. Notice unexpected kindness. Give thanks
for ordinary blessings.

You just might discover that God has been closer than you realized all along.
Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
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DATE
~7/01/26
7102126
~7/03/26
~7/04/26

__7/05/26
~7/06/26
~7/07/26
~7/08/26
~7/09/26
~7/10/26
~7/11/26

711226
~ 7/13/26
~ 7/14/26
~ 7/15/26
~ 7/16/26
~ 7/17/26
~7/18/26

_ 7/19/26
~7/20/26
~7/21/26
7122126
7123126
7124126
~7/25/26

712626
~7/27/26
~7/28/26
~7/29/26
~7/30/26
~7/31/26
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Darlington & Fayette United Methodist Churches
DAILY BIBLE READING PLAN FOR JULY 2026

SCRIPTURE

Genesis 24:58-67
Psalm 45
Romans 7:15-25
Matthew 11:16-19

Matthew 11:25-30
Psalm 119:105-112
Genesis 25:19-34
Isaiah 6:9-10
John 8:31-36
Romans 8:1-11
Matthew 13:1-9

Matthew 13:18-23
Genesis 28:10-19
Psalm 139

[l Chronicles 15:1-4
Galatians 5:16-18
Romans 8:12-25
Matthew 13:24-30

Matthew 13:36-43
Genesis 29:15-28
Psalm 105:1-11, 45
Romans 8:26-39

Il Timothy 1:7-12
Matthew 13:31-33
Matthew 13:44-46

Matthew 13:47-52
Proverbs 15:16-29
Psalm 17

Genesis 17:1-8
Genesis 32:22-31
Exodus 6:6-8

\

>

TOPIC

Isaac Marries Rebekah

A Royal Wedding Song

Struggling With Sin (Apostle Paul)
Criticisms of John and Jesus

Rest for the Weary

God’s Word — Law - Statutes
Brothers — Jacob and Esau
Calloused Hearts of Israelites
Jesus (the “Son”) Sets Us Free
Life Through the Spirit

The Parable of the Sower

The Parable of the Sower Explained
Jacob’s Dream at Bethel

God Is Omniscient (“All-Knowing”)
The Spirit of God Came Upon Azariah
Life by the Spirit

Life Through the Spirit

The Parable of the Weeds

The Parable of the Weeds Explained
Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel

Give Thanks to the Lord

More Than Conquerors

Testify About the Lord

Parables — Mustard Seed and Yeast
Parables — Hidden Treasure and Pearl

The Parable of the Net

The Lord Hears the Prayer of the Righteous
David Appeals to the Lord

Abraham — Chosen by God

Jacob Wrestles With God

The Lord Will Free Israel From Egypt
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Darlington & Fayette United Methodist Churches

WOMEN OF THE BIBLE WEEKDAY READING PLAN FOR JULY 2026

DATE
~ 7/1/26
~ 712126

713126
_7/6/26

717126
~7/8/26

_719/26

__7/10/26
~7/13/26
~ 7114126
~ 7/15/26

__7/16/26
~7/17/26
~7/20/26

_7121/26
7122126
~7/23/26

_ 7124/26
~7127/26
~7/28/26
~7/29/26
~_7/30/26
~7/31/26

SCRIPTURE TOPIC
Jeremiah 7:1-20 Men, women and children honor a false goddess.
Jeremiah 22:1-9 The Lord tells Jeremiah to instruct the King of

Judah to do no wrong to widows or others.
Jeremiah 31:1-14 The Lord will gather His people including
expectant mothers, women in labor and maidens.

Jeremiah 40:1-12 Some of the poorest men, women and children in
Judah were not taken to captivity in Babylon.
Daniel 5:1-12 The queen tells King Belshazzar to call for Daniel.
Hosea chapter 1 Hosea marries an adulterous woman named
Gomer. (Analogy of Israel’s unfaithfulness.)
Joel 2:23-32 In the Day of the Lord, God will pour out His
Spirit on sons, daughters, men and women.
Malachi 3:1-5 God will judge those who oppress widows.
Matthew 1:18-25 Mary — the virgin mother of Jesus.
Matthew 2:1-12 The Magi (Wise Men) visit Mary and Jesus.
Matthew 2:13-23 Mary, Joseph and Jesus escape to Egypt -then
return to the town of Nazareth in Israel.
Matthew 5:27-32 Jesus teaches about respect for women.
Matthew 8:14-17 Peter’'s mother-in-law is healed by Jesus.
Matthew 9:18-26 Jesus heals a woman who had faith in Him.
Also, He restores life to a dead girl.
Matthew 14:1-12 Herodias has John the Baptist beheaded.
Matthew 15:21-28 A Canaanite woman’s great faith in Jesus.
Matthew 19:1-12 Jesus teaches that a wife and her husband are

one in God'’s sight.

Matthew 20:20-28 Request of Salome (James & John’s mother.)
Matthew 25:1-13 Parable of virgins waiting for a bridegroom.
Matthew 26:6-13 An unnamed woman anoints Jesus for burial.
Matthew 26:69-75 Peter denies knowing Jesus to servant girls.
Matthew 27:15-26 Pilate’s wife warns him about Jesus.

Matthew 27:45-56 Mary Magdalene and other women witness

Jesus being crucified on the cross.

@0 E
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NEW TESTAMENT BIBLE READING PLAN SCHEDULE - JULY 2026
(Schedule-Read one chapter each weekday to complete the New Testament in one year.)

End of Week (Saturday)

Chapters Completed

Check-off

July 4

July 11
July 18
July 25

Romans 15

| Corinthians 4

| Corinthians 9

| Corinthians 14

(Progress Milestone: 147 chapters read — 56.3% of the New Testament)

July Lectionary

July 5
6th Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67
Psalm 45:10-17
Romans 7:15-25a
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

July 12
7th Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 25:19-34
Psalm 119:105-112
Romans 8:1-11
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

July 19
8th Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 28:10-19a
Psalm 139:1-2, 23-24
Romans 8:12-25
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

July 26
9th Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 29:15-28
Psalm 105:1-11, 45b
Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

With our Sympathy

We mourn with our community the
passing of
Victoria Whitford

Crone
Bill Whitford C 20 I0ton
15415 Cty Rd F. /"90

Her Husband
Qarlington, WI 53530 /

WV, | Church Use Reminder
~
‘ udﬂy We invite you to use our nursery
Jwﬁ'wﬁw room during church service.
réW [..©  We also have rooms available in

the Education Building and
church, should you want to host
a meeting or gathering. Please contact the
office to reserve.

As always, we ask that you kindly pick up
after use and leave the rooms as you found
them. Thank you

— e AR, S\
L X

A
gl

Helping the Church
Do you shop at Menards??? If you do then con-
sider keeping your rebates for the church. If you
don’t send them in and want to donate,
either send them to the Church, attention Vickie
Pratt, Treasurer, or drop them
in the collection plate. They
can use your donated reward
dollars to purchase supplies.
THANK YOU.
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July 8 Mary Gould o
HAPPY July 9 Skye Stecklein July 21 Shane Reichling
| BIRTHDAY July 11 Susan Kowalski July 22 Ryder Fitzsimons
- July 23 Arnie Miehe
July 12 Deb Quinn Tuly 23 Ronnie Rush
. July 13 Anyka Johnson Jt:l; o4 ngslglogih
o ) July 14 Bea Thuli July 24 Leona Havens
July 1 Grace King July 14 Camryn Andrews July 26 Pat Steiner
July 3 Tim Douglas July 17 Sheila Meyers July 26 Gracie Douglas
July 3 James Ackley July 17 Dan Meyers July 26 Rick Fink
July 4 Todd Chiaverotti July 17 Ray VanMatre July 27 Steve Crist
July 4 Wyaff Boatman JUIY 17 Kris Swanson JU'Y 28 Leah Sinclair
July 5 Meghan Douglas ~ July 17 Jacob Brown July 29 Tammy Boyle
July 7 Sandy Morrison JUIY 18 Scott Boa’r'man July 31 Ciarrah Davis
July 8 Morgan Black JUIY 19 Ava Hendrickson JU'Y 31 Fanny Ingwell
July 8 Skye Havens JUIy 21 Shawn Benson
Schedule {
July 11 Arnie and Ann Miehe
Ju:y 1% Tolrln and Pg‘rﬂ B}!‘G?Ik c July Acolytes
July 26 William and Michelle Eaton it7gi
J ul; 31 Ron and Fanny Ingwell @TM July 5 I;?I;efugiz*ség\izns
| July 12 Chesne Fink
Cruz Fink

O —
Eotny **‘i§ June 19 Cheyenne Elzen

Ryley Burbach

July Liturgists
July 5 D- Judy Whalen
F- Nikki Thorne

July 12 D- Joan Thompson
F- Pam Gould

July 19 D- Cindy Miller
F- Ron Ingwell

July 26 D- Lori Allendorf
F- Dennis Wirth

July Ushers

July 5 Cathy Paulson
Beaver Paulson

July 12 Tim Pratt
Vickie Pratt

July 19 Nick Zuberbuhler
Zeke Zuberbuhler

July 26 Todd Chiaverotti
Cheryl Chiaverotti

July 26 Coby Lancaster
Hendrix Lund

e 8

=S

A ARV

Sneak peak at August 2

Liturgist: D- Judy Whalen
F- Lance Lansing

Beaver Paulson
Cathy Paulson

Acolytes: Jake Fox
Frankie Smith

Ushers:
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