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“Spiritual Discipline During the Summer Season” 
 

Summer brings a different rhythm to life. School schedules 
pause, vacations begin, family gatherings increase, and many 
people spend more time outdoors enjoying God’s creation. For 
some in our community, summer is also an especially busy  
season filled with farming responsibilities, caring for animals, 
gardening, construction projects, or other demanding work. For others, summer may 
feel slower and more restful. No matter what this season looks like for us, summer  
often changes our routines—and sometimes our spiritual routines as well. 

 

It can become easy during busy or relaxed seasons alike to drift away from  
intentional time with God. Yet our faith is not meant to take a vacation. 

 

In 1 Timothy 4:7, Paul encourages believers to “train yourself in godliness.”  
Spiritual discipline is not about perfection or adding pressure to already busy lives.  
Rather, it is about staying connected to God through daily habits of prayer, worship, 
Scripture reading, gratitude, and service. 

 

Jesus Himself understood the importance of stepping away to spend time with 
the Father. In Mark 1:35 we read, “Very early in the morning… Jesus got up, left the 
house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.” Even in the midst of ministry 
and constant demands, Jesus made room for spiritual renewal. 

 

Sometimes spiritual discipline during summer can be simple and natural. It may 
be a prayer spoken before beginning the workday, reading a Psalm while sitting  
outside in the evening, listening to worship music while traveling, or taking a quiet  
moment to thank God for His blessings and guidance. Small, faithful practices help 
keep our hearts rooted in Christ. 

 

There is an old illustration about a woodcutter who worked harder and harder but 
became less effective as time went on. Another worker stopped regularly to sharpen 
his axe and accomplished more with less exhaustion. Spiritual disciplines are like 
sharpening the axe. Without time with God, we can become spiritually weary and  
disconnected. But when we remain close to Him, we find renewed strength and peace. 

 

Summer can become more than simply a busy season or a vacation season. It 
can become a season of spiritual growth and renewal. As Psalm 1:3 reminds us, those 
who delight in the Lord “are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their 
fruit in its season.” 

 

May we stay deeply rooted in God’s presence throughout this summer season. 

Wisconsin Annual Conference  
June 4 - 7, 2026 
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Extra Giving from Offering Envelopes  
during the Month of May 

 

• In Memory of Bernice McFarland given by Ric & Donna Douglas. 
• In Memory of Shorty & Gert Pratt given by MaryAnn Kowalski. 
• In Memory of Mothers Day and Lois Gordon given by the Gordon Family. 
• In Honor of Mothers Day given by Allan & Carolyn Abraham. 
• In Memory of Margie Stephenson given by Julie Stephenson. 
 

Add your loved ones or friends to this list by filling out your offering  
envelope and  designating an extra amount to be given in Memory or in Honor of  
someone to celebrate a Birthday or Anniversary. It’s a great way to acknowledge 
those special people in your life.   The amounts will never be listed! 

A look at the Darlington numbers 
for April. 
 

Income      $ 21,565.58 
Expenses                   -     12,740.80 
Difference                $ 8,825.78 
 

YTD 2026    
YTD Income                $57,664.50 
YTD Expenses    -    50,557.53 
YTD                 $  7,106.97 
 
2026 Apportionment Total - $26,484 
Paid YTD - $2,871 
Balance Left for 2026- $ 23,613 
Percentage paid - 10.84% 

Online Giving &  
Mobile Giving  

Go to https://secure.myvanco.com/L-
ZJ3M/home for our online giving version 
or download the app in your Apple or 
Google Play app. Enter with  church 
code FS4XM7. Thank you for your contin-
ued support to the church.  

Save the Date!  
 
 

Our Annual Fayette Strawberry Social is on the calendar for Wednesday, 
June 10. Serving begins at 4:30 pm. The meal menu includes  
sandwiches, potato salad and more with Strawberries and Ice Cream for dessert. All 
items are individually priced and available A La Carte.  

Fayette Strawberry Social 

Religious Education and Choir are on Summer 
break. They will be back in September. Watch 
the August Newsletter for return dates. 
Have a great summer 
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Rooted in Leadership, Growing in  
Generosity 

Stewardship Conference 
August 14-15, 2026 

 
Registration is now open for this summer’s Stewardship Con-

ference at Pine Lake, and I’d love to invite you and others from your church to be part 
of it. 

Too often, stewardship is approached as a set of techniques or seasonal strategies. 
While those are important, they are only part of the picture. Thriving congregations un-
derstand that strong, faithful leadership and a clear sense of mission are what inspire 
generosity in the first place. 

This year’s conference is designed to bring those two areas together – helping church 
leaders grow both as stewards and as leaders. 

Location:  Pine Lake Camp (with Zoom participation available) 
Attend:  One day or both days 
Register at: https://www.wumf.org/upcoming-events 

You can expect: 
• Practical stewardship tools (narrative budgeting, year-round planning, endowment 
best practices) 
• Leadership development workshops (leading change, engaging across genera-
tions, building healthy culture) 
• Time for reflection, conversation, and connection with other church leaders 
• Access to workshop recordings after the conference to share with your leadership 
teams 
 

Whether you’re a pastor, lay leader, finance team member, or stewardship volunteer, 
this conference is designed to equip you with both the “how” and the “why” of cultivat-
ing generosity in your congregation. 

I encourage you to take a moment to register and begin thinking about who else from 
your church might benefit from attending 
alongside you. 

If you have any questions or want to talk about 
how this could support your congregation, I’d 
love to connect (608-837-9582 
or jason@wumf.org). 
Grace and peace, 
 Jason 
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United Women in Faith Meeting 
June 3, 2026—6:00 pm 

CONGRATULATIONS to Mya Wiegel who received the following 
scholarships: | 
$200 United Women in Faith Scholarship. 
$500 Sterns Wisconsin Scholarship from the WUMF.  

Baptized in May @ 

Darlington UMC 

Dawson Stecklein 
Son of  

Brandon & Elizabeth Stecklein 
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Scrip sales cost you nothing and provide support for our church. 
The UMW sells Scrip cards: gift cards to over 750 retailers. 
These cards are sold to you at face value, costing you nothing 
more than you would normally spend. They are purchased 

though a discount, yielding a small profit for the church.  
 

You can place an order with Sheila Kelly at kellysheila87@gmail.com or 608-482-
1141.  You can even purchase scrip on-line for immediate arrival of your printable gift 
cards at https://www.raiseright.com/  Thank you Sheila for your hard work directing 
this important fund raising program! 

mailto:kellysheila87@gmail.com
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In a world where we are more digitally connected than ever before, many people are 
also experiencing deep loneliness and isolation. We can text instantly, scroll endless-
ly, and interact online throughout the day – yet still feel disconnected from meaningful 
relationships and authentic community.  
 

One of the great gifts the Church still offers the world is something increasingly rare: 
real connection.  
 

Church communities bring together people who otherwise might never interact. Differ-
ent generations. Different political viewpoints. Different life experiences. Different 
backgrounds and perspectives. In many ways, the local church remains one of the 
few places where people still regularly gather across lines that often divide society 
elsewhere.  
 

That kind of connection matters.  
 

It reminds us that we are more than consumers, social media profiles, or people sort-
ed into ideological camps. We are human beings created in the image of God and 
called to live in community with one another.  
 

And perhaps nowhere is the gift of Christian community more visible than during diffi-
cult seasons of life.  
 

Over the last several months, as I’ve walked through cancer treatment, I’ve experi-
enced this gift personally. My church community supported me and my family not only 
through prayers, but through dozens of cards, meals delivered to our home, help with 
lawn care, fall and spring yard cleanup, and simple acts of kindness that reminded us 
we were not alone.  
 

Those moments mattered deeply.  
 

Not because any one act solved everything, but because together they communicat-
ed something powerful: you are loved, you are seen, and you do not have to carry 
this burden by yourself.  
 

That is stewardship too.  
 

Stewardship is not only about money. It is about how we use the gifts God has en-
trusted to us – our time, compassion, presence, abilities, encouragement, and re-
sources – to care for one another and build up the Body of Christ.  
 

Healthy churches cultivate more than generosity. They cultivate belonging.  
 

And in a disconnected world hungry for meaning, that may be one of the most im-
portant gifts the Church has to offer.  
 

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  

The Gift of Connection and Community 
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                              Darlington & Fayette United Methodist Churches              
 

DAILY BIBLE READING PLAN FOR JUNE 2026  
 
DATE        SCRIPTURE                   TOPIC  
__6/01/26 Genesis 12:1-9   The Call of Abram (Abraham) 
__6/02/26 Psalm 144:9-15   Blessed People – God Is Their Lord 
__6/03/26 Psalm 33:1-12   Blessed Nation – God Is Their Lord 
__6/04/26 Psalm 98    Sing Unto the Lord 
__6/05/26 Romans 4:13-25   Abraham – Justified by Faith 
__6/06/26 Matthew 9:9-13   Jesus Calls Matthew 
 
__6/07/26 Matthew 9:18-26   Jesus Raises the Dead and Heals the Sick 
__6/08/26    Exodus 19:1-8   Israel – A Holy Nation 
__6/09/26 Genesis 18:1-15   The Three Visitors (to Abraham) 
__6/10/26 Psalm 116    The Lord – “My Deliverer” 
__6/11/26 Romans 5:1-8   Peace and Joy 
__6/12/26 Matthew 9:35-38   The Workers Are Few 
__6/13/26 Matthew 10:1-10   Jesus Sends Out the Twelve 
 
__6/14/26 Matthew 10:11-23  Jesus Forewarns of Persecution 
__6/15/26 II Thessalonians 3:1-5  Paul’s Request for Prayer 
__6/16/26 Micah 7:18-20   God’s Mercy and Compassion 
__6/17/26 Genesis 16:1-12   Hagar and Ishmael 
__6/18/26 Genesis 21:8-21   Hagar and Ishmael Sent Away 
__6/19/26 Psalm 86    David’s Prayer for Mercy and Strength 
__6/20/26 Romans 6:1-11   Dead to Sin – Alive in Christ 
 
__6/21/26 Matthew 10:24-39  Instructions to the Twelve Disciples 
       (Father’s Day) 
__6/22/26 Genesis 22:1-14   God Tests Abraham 
__6/23/26 James 1:12-15   God Does Not Tempt Anyone 
__6/24/26 Isaiah 33:2-6   The Fear of the Lord 
__6/25/26 Psalm 13    From Sorrow to Rejoicing 
__6/26/26 Romans 6:12-23   Slaves to Righteousness 
__6/27/26 Hebrews 6:10-12   God Won’t Forget Your Work 
 
__6/28/26 Matthew 10:40-42  Receiving God’s Servants 
__6/29/26 Genesis 24:34-38  Instructions – Wife for Isaac 
__6/30/26 Genesis 24:42-49  Rebekah – An Answer to Prayer 
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                              Darlington & Fayette United Methodist Churches              
 

WOMEN OF THE BIBLE WEEKDAY READING PLAN FOR JUNE 2026  
 

DATE          SCRIPTURE                          TOPIC  
__6/1/26 Psalm 94:1-11 Evildoers slay the widow and alien – they  
                                                                also murder the fatherless. 
__6/2/26 Psalm 113                           The barren (without child) woman will have  
                                                                 joy. 
__6/3/26     Psalm 144:10-15                   Character and strength of daughters and sons 

                   of the people whose God is the Lord.  
__6/4/26     Psalm 148                             Maidens are also called to praise the Lord. 
 

__6/5/26  Proverbs 15:14-20                A man is foolish to despise his mother. 
__6/8/26  Proverbs 23:15-25                Respect your mother in her old age. 
__6/9/26  Proverbs 31:1-9                    Instructions from King Lemuel’s mother. 
__6/10/26  Proverbs 31:10-31                A Noble Woman. 
__6/11/26  Ecclesiastes 2:1-9                King Solomon used female servants and 
                                                                 female singers to serve and entertain him. 
__6/12/26  Ecclesiastes 7:23-26            Beware of women who can ensnare a man. 
 
__6/15/26  Ecclesiastes 9:7-10              Live joyfully with your wife.  
__6/16/26   Song of Solomon (A.K.A. “Song of Songs”) chapter # 1 –  
                                 The Shulamite – A woman in love.  
__6/17/26  Song of Solomon chapter 2  The Shulamite tells of her lover who 
                                                                 is King Solomon. 
__6/18/26   Song of Solomon chapter 3   King Solomon comes to the Shulamite. 
__6/19/26 Song of Solomon chapter 4   King Solomon praises the Shulamite. 
 

__6/22/26   Song of Solomon chapter 5   The Shulamite is separated from her lover. 
__6/23/26    Song of Solomon chapter 6 King Solomon praises the Shulamite for her  
                                                                 beauty. 
__6/24/26 Song of Solomon chapter 7 The Shulamite’s beauty. 
__6/25/26   Song of Solomon chapter 8  The love of the Shulamite. 
__6/26/26 Isaiah 3:16 – 4:1                   The Lord’s judgment on haughty women. 
__6/29/26 Isaiah 32:9-20                 A message from the Lord to the women 
                                                                and daughters of Jerusalem. 
 

__6/30/26    Jeremiah 4:27-31                One of several messages in Isaiah and 
                                                                 Jeremiah where an analogy of the pain of 
                                                                 a woman in childbirth is used for Israel. 



 

 

NEW TESTAMENT BIBLE READING PLAN SCHEDULE –  JUNE 2026 
(Schedule-Read one chapter each weekday to complete the New Testament in one year.) 

 

End of Week (Saturday)       Chapters Completed     Check-off 
June 6    Acts 23    ________ 
June 13    Acts 28    ________ 
June 20    Romans 5    ________ 
June 27    Romans 10    ________ 
 

(Progress Milestone: 127 chapters read – 48.7% of the New Testament) 

J u n e  2 0 2 6  P a g e   1 0  

Helping the Church 
Do you shop at Menards??? If you do then con-
sider keeping your rebates for the church. If you 

don’t send them in and want to donate,  
either send them to the Church, attention Vickie 
Pratt, Treasurer, or drop them 
in the collection plate. They 

can use your donated reward 
dollars to purchase supplies. 

THANK YOU.               

Church Use Reminder 
 

We invite you to use our nursery 
room during church service.  
We also have rooms available in 
the Education Building and 
church, should you want to host 

a meeting or gathering. Please contact the 
office to reserve.  
As always, we ask that you kindly pick up 
after use and leave the rooms as you found 
them. Thank you 

June 7 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Genesis 12:1-9 
Psalm 33:1-12 

Romans 4:13-25 
Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 

 

June 14 
3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Genesis 18:1-15 (21:1-7) 
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 

Romans 5:1-8 
Matthew 9:35-10:8 (9-23) 

 

June 21 
4th Sunday after Pentecost 

Genesis 21:8-21 
Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 

Romans 6:1b-11 
Matthew 10:24-39 

 

June 28 
5th Sunday after Pentecost 

Genesis 22:1-14 
Psalm 13 

Romans 6:12-23 
Matthew 10:40-42 

 

June Lectionary  

We mourn with our  community the 
passing of   
Margie Stephenson 
Her Granddaughter 
Jamie Smith 
14299 Oak Grove Ln. 
Darlington, WI 53530 
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Schedule 

June Liturgists 
 

June 7   D– Judy Whalen 
             F–  Lance Lansing 
 

June 14  D– Joan Thompson  
              F– Pam Gould 
 

June 21 D– Kent McConnell 
             F– Ron Ingwell 
 

June 28 D– Kent Miehe  
              F– Dennis Wirth  

June Ushers  
 

June 7  Cathy Paulson 
    Beaver Paulson 
 

June 14 Tim Stover 
     Stephaine Stover 
 

June 21 Todd Chiaverotti 
     Cheryl Chiaverotti 
                 

June 28 Dick Allendorf 
       Tim Osterday 

Sneak peak at July 5 
 

Liturgist: D– Judy Whalen  
                F– Lance Lansing 
 

Ushers:    Beaver Paulson 
                Cathy Paulson 
 

Acolytes: Rya Fitzsimons 
               Piper Ritchie 

June Acolytes 
 

June 7  Wheeler Douglas 
             Kynrk Johnson 
 

June 14  Rya Fitzsimons 
              Piper Ritchie  
 

June 21  Chesne Fink 
              Cruz Fink 
 

June 28 Cheyenne Elzen 
              Ryley Burbach 

June 2 Jim Kitelinger 
June 2 Scott Wiegel 
June 3 Dea Nyffenegger 
June 3 Kyle Thompson 
June 3 Kyle Havens 
June 3 Archer Butson 
June 4 Ashley Pratt 
June 5 Tim Pratt 
June 5 Parker Smith 

June 7 BJ Hanewall 
June 7 Ashlynn Lee 
June 8 Amber Thomas 
June 8 Coby Lancaster 
June 9 Kim Havens 
June 9  Richard North 
June 11 Jenni McConnell 
June 12 Mark Gould 
June 14 Shayla Gould 
June 15 Peter J. Parkinson 
June 16 Donna Smith 
June 16  Lance Lansing 
June 17 Hunter Hardyman 
June 18 Barb Eicher 
June 18 Cora Carpenter 
June 19 Mindy Judkins 

June 19 Mallory Hunter 
June 22 Cathy Harwick 
June 23 Dianne Osterday 
June 24 Tom Black 
June 24 Mya Wiegel 
June 25 Allie Andrews 
June 25 Rya Fitzsimons 
June 26 Cannon Lancaster 
June 26 Aubrey McCarthy 
June 27  Patti Black 
June 28 Matthew Douglas 
June 28 Suzi Osterday 
June 29 George Gould 
June 30 Tom Mathias 

  

June 3   AJ and Bridget Schuchart 
June 9   Kent and Cathy McConnell 
June 14  Jerry and Dixie Davis 
June 16  Fritz and Steph Hanewall 
June 18  Kim and Leona Havens 
June 25 Jack and Lisa Sauer 
June 28  Kyle and Cassie Havens 
June 29  Steve and Lisa Carpenter 
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