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ñThe Gift of Waiting: Entering the Season of Adventò 
 

As the calendar turns to December and the days grow shorter, we 
once again enter the Season of Advent. This is a holy time set aside 
for waiting, watching, and preparing our hearts for the coming of 
Christ. Advent has its roots in the early centuries of the Church, 
when Christians observed several weeks of prayer, fasting, and re-
flection leading up to the celebration of Jesusô birth. Over time, these 
weeks also prepared believers for Epiphany in early January. Eventually the season grew into 
a time of anticipating not only the birth of Christ in Bethlehem but also the promised return of 
Christ and the continual coming of Godôs hope into our lives. 
 

The word Advent comes from the Latin adventus, meaning ñcomingò or ñarrival.ò It  
reminds us that we live in a world where God is always drawing near, often quietly and slowly, 
sometimes in ways we do not expect. Advent invites us to slow down enough to notice. 
 

I am reminded of a story about a young boy who planted a seed in a small pot. Every morning 
he rushed to the windowsill, eager to see a sprout pushing through the soil. But nothing  
happened for days and not even for weeks. Frustrated, he told his grandmother that the seed 
must be dead. She smiled and said, ñSome of Godôs best work happens where we cannot 
see. Keep watching. Keep trusting.ò One morning, almost unnoticed, the tiniest green shoot 
appeared, fragile but full of promise. 
 

Advent is much like that. Godôs work grows quietly beneath the surface of our hearts, our  
relationships, our community, and the world around us. Scripture reminds us, ñThe light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome itò (John 1:5). Even when life 
feels slow or uncertain, Godôs light is already at work, preparing something new. 
So how do we, as Christians, enjoy this sacred season? 
 

Frist, we wait with hope. Advent is not passive waiting. It is hopeful expectation. We light 
candles each week not to chase away the darkness but to proclaim that Christôs light is 
stronger still. Isaiah speaks to this hope, saying, ñThose who hope in the Lord will renew their 
strengthò (Isaiah 40:31). Taking time each day to pray, reflect, or simply sit quietly with God 
helps us prepare our hearts. 
 

Second, we practice compassion. Advent invites us to open our eyes to others who are 
waiting, those who long for comfort, healing, or a reminder that they matter. Acts of kindness, 
generosity, and encouragement help us reflect Christôs love in a world that needs it deeply. 
 

Third, we prepare room for Christ. In the midst of Decemberôs busyness, Advent gently 
calls us to make space in our hearts. Read Scripture with your family, light an Advent candle 
at home, attend worship, or share conversations of faith. The season becomes meaningful 
when we intentionally focus on Christôs coming. 
 

As we journey through Advent together, may we slow down enough to notice the small 
sprouts of Godôs grace growing around us. May we wait with hope, love with purpose, and 
open our hearts to the One who comes to bring light, peace, and joy. 
 

Blessings to you and your household this holy season. 
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Are You Interested in Hosting a Cottage Visit! 
 

Everyone is invited to host and/or participate in a cottage visit with Pastor  
Han and his family. We are looking for willing individuals to invite Pastor Han and 
8-12 people to their home or to the church for a visit, Wednesday or Thursdays, 
at your home or at the church...sign up today to host a cottage visit.  
 

Becky Upmann will help us organize dates, times, and people.   If 
you are willing to host, please contact Becky at,  
darlingtonumc@gmail.com or leave a message at the church  
office 776-4114.   

Scrip sales cost you nothing and provide support for our church. 
The UMW sells Scrip cards: gift cards to over 750 retailers. 
These cards are sold to you at face value, costing you nothing 
more than you would normally spend. They are purchased 

though a discount, yielding a small profit for the church.  
 

You can place an order with Sheila Kelly at kellysheila87@gmail.com or 608-482-
1141.  You can even purchase scrip on-line for immediate arrival of your printable gift 
cards. Thank you Sheila for your hard work directing this important fund raising pro-
gram! 

Helping the Church 
Feel called to help out the church but canôt 
figure out a way to do itéé Do you shop at 
Menards??? If you do then consider  

keeping your rebates for the church. If you 
donôt send them in and want to donate,  
either send them to the Church, attention 
Vickie Pratt, Treasurer, or drop them in the 
collection plate. They can use your donated 
reward dollars to purchase supplies. 
THANK YOU. 

                    

         Winter Weather 
 

Please always do what is best for you 

when considering journeying out for wor-

ship or other church events during 

weather incidents. We will share our can-

cellations through email 

and Facebook. In addi-

tion, we will try to share 

with WEKZ radio in Mon-

roe and WDMP in Mineral 

Point. 

mailto:kellysheila87@gmail.com
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Bell Ringing 
Please sign up to ring bells for the Salvation 
Army at the Piggly Wiggly. Money raised in 
Lafayette County stays in Lafayette County. 
Our church is signed up to do the following 
days: 
 

December 19 & 20 at the Piggly 
Wiggly  
Friday 3-4 pm Sat 10-11am 
Friday 4-5 pm Sat 11-12 pm 
Friday 5-6 pm Sat 1-2 pm 
Friday 6-7 pm 
 

We need 1 person to pick up the kettles on 
Friday from The Bank of New Glarus and re-
turn them on Monday. 

Choir & Christmas Eve Service Rehearsal  
We want to keep this tradition alive.  We will sing a song out of the Cantata we are working 
on.  Here are the practice times we know of right now.  There may be more as the weeks 
unfold, if warranted.  Please make every effort to be at as many practices as your schedule 
will allow.  IMPORTANT:  All are welcome, no matter how many practices one can attend.  If 
all you can do is practice at home and make it to a couple practices at church,  
WE STILL WANT YOU!   
   

Dec. 3; 7:00 p.m.   
Dec. 7; 9:00 a.m.   
Dec. 10; 7:00 p.m. 
Dec. 14; 9:00 a.m.    
Dec. 17; 7:00 p.m.     
Dec. 21; 9:00 a.m.    Thank you so much, everyone.  It will be beautiful as always!! 

Childrenôs Program: Dec 14  
at Darlington UMC 

During our 10:00 worship, the Religious 
Education students will put on the 
Christmas Program under the direction 
of Jamie Smith. This is one of the  
highlights of the year for our students 
and all who experience the program. 
 

Please come to see all the hard work 
the children have done. 
 

Everyone is invited after service to the 
basement for a reception with cookies, 
punch and coffee.  

Christmas Eve Worship Service 
5:00 pm Our tradition of the choir sharing 
a Christmas Cantata during worship  
continues. The service will include lighting 
the advent wreath, childrenôs time, and 
end with candle lit ñSilent Nightò.  
 

Loose offering will go to support the choir. 
You may write a check to UMC Choir, if 
you prefer.  
 

Offering in regu-
lar envelopes or 
with designations 
will be distributed 
as indicated. 



 

 

A look at the Darlington numbers 
for October. 
 

Income   $   28,301.21 
Expenses                   -    13,844.62 
Difference              $14,456.59 
 

YTD 2025    
YTD Income   $ 148,192.32 
YTD Expenses    - 121,426.65 
YTD        $26,765.67 
 
2025 Apportionment Total - $28,488 
Paid YTD - $10,314 
Balance Left for 2025- $ 18,174 
Percentage paid - 36.20% 

Extra Giving from Offering Envelopes  
during the Month of November 

 

¶ In Memory of Lois Alm given by Linda Bawden. 
¶ In Memory of Aunt Joanne Crotty given by Missy Paisley. 
¶ In Memory of Michael Curry given by Karen Curry. 
 

Add your loved ones or friends to this list by filling out your offering  
envelope and  designating an extra amount to be given in Memory or in 
Honor of  someone to celebrate a Birthday or Anniversary. Itôs a great way 
to acknowledge those special people in your life.   The amounts will never 
be listed! 

Online Giving & Mobile Giving  

Go to https://secure.myvanco.com/L-
ZJ3M/home for our online giving version 
or download the app in your Apple or 
Google Play app. Enter with church code 
FS4XM7. Thank you for your continued sup-
port to the church.  
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Special Christmas Offering  
A special Christmas Offering envelope is part of  your box 
of  giving envelopes.   
Special Christmas offering will be placed in our general 
fund to be sure that we meet our financial obligations for 
the year. Any size gift is appreciated and will be added to 
your giving statement. For those who do not have a box 
of  giving envelopes, we also invite you to send an extra 
Christmas offering to the church office.  
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If you have a child in grades 1st-8th, please let Jamie Smith 
or the church office know so we can update our list.  If you are 
willing to serve or lead, contact the office. They meet every 
Wednesday from 6-7 p.m. On Winter Break from  
December24-January 21  . Class Resumes January 28. 
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Rosieõs Bags 
Rosie Bags are back and looking for donations. Rosie Bags send a weekend snack 
bag home with about 40 DEMS students per week. With rising costs and growing 
number of students in need, our funds over time have depleted quickly. We are  
asking for monetary or food donations to help offset the cost of snacks for our 
needy students. Any questions, please reach out to Danielle Hardyman or Jamie  
Hartwig.  
 

If you would like to donate to this program, submit donations in the offering 
plate or send to the church office. Please mark donations 
ñRosieôs Bagsò.    
Thank you for your support.  
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OLD TESTAMENT SELECTED BIBLE READINGS SCHEDULE ï DECEMBER 2025 
(Read one chapter each weekday to complete Year 2025 Old Testament readings.) 
 

End of Week (Saturday)    Chapters Completed   Check-off 
December 6   Zechariah 11    ________ 
December 13    Malachi 2     ________ 
December 16   Malachi 4                ________ 
 

(CONGRATULATIONS on completion of the reading of the Old Testament Major and 

Minor Prophets - 250 chapters.) 

NEW TESTAMENT BIBLE READING PLAN SCHEDULE ï  DECEMBER 2025 
(Schedule-Read one chapter each weekday to complete the New Testament in one year.) 

 

End of Week (Saturday)       Chapters Completed      Check-off 
December 6   Revelation 5   ________ 
December 13    Revelation 10   ________ 
December 20   Revelation 15   ________ 
December 27   Revelation 20   ________ 
December 30   Revelation 22   ________ 
 

(CONGRATULATIONS! Progress Milestone: 260 chapters read ï 100% of the New 

Testament) 

As Advent candles flicker to life, weôre reminded that even the smallest light can push 
back the darkness. The weeks leading up to Christmas invite us to wait with hope, to 
prepare our hearts, and to remember that Godôs love comes to us not through power 
or wealth, but through the humble gift of Jesus.  
 

This season can feel busy and heavy, with travel plans, shopping lists, and end-of-
year pressures, but Advent calls us to pause and notice the light already breaking into 
our lives. It shines in a childôs laughter, a shared meal, a simple act of kindness. It 
shines through generosity that makes someone elseôs day a little brighter.  
 

As you light your candles and prepare your homes and hearts, may you be reminded 
that Christ still comes into our world - quietly, gently, persistently - with hope for all 
people. And as Godôs light takes root in us, we are called to reflect it outward, helping 
others see that the darkness does not win.  
 

ñThe light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.ò - John 1:5  
 

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  

ȶShining the Light of Christ Through Generosityȷ 
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                              Darlington & Fayette United Methodist Churches              
 

DAILY BIBLE READING PLAN FOR DECEMBER 2025  
 
DATE          SCRIPTURE                  TOPIC  
__12/01/25 I Peter 2:11-12   Good Deeds ï Godôs Visitation 
__12/02/25 Titus 3:8-11   Doing What Is Good 
__12/03/25 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19  A Prayer for the King (Solomon) 
__12/04/25 Isaiah 11:1-10   The Branch From Jesse (Prophecy of Jesus) 
__12/05/25 Romans 15:4-13   The Root of Jesse (Prophecy Fulfilled) 
__12/06/25 Isaiah 40:3-5   Prophecy of John the Baptist 
 
__12/07/25 Matthew 3:1-12   John the Baptist Prepares the Way 
__12/08/25 Isaiah 35:1-10   Joy of the Redeemed 
__12/09/25 Revelation 7:9-17  The Great Multitude in White Robes 
__12/10/25 James 5:7-10   Be Patient ï the Lord Will Come 
__12/11/25  Luke 1:26-38   The Birth of Jesus Foretold 
__12/12/25 Luke 1:39-45   The Virgin Mary Visits Elizabeth 
__12/13/25 Luke 1:46-56   Maryôs Song (the ñMagnificatò) 
 
__12/14/25 Matthew 11:2-11   Jesus and John the Baptist 
__12/15/25 II Kings 17:1-14   Israel Exiled Because of Sin 
__12/16/25 Psalm 80    Prayer for the Restoration of Israel 
__12/17/25 Philippians 3:7-11  Righteousness Through Faith 
__12/18/25 Galatians 3:1-14   Faith or Observance of the Law 
__12/19/25 Romans 1:1-7   Jesus Christ ï the Son of God 
__12/20/25 Isaiah 7:10-16   The Sign of Immanuel 
 
__12/21/25 Matthew 1:18-25   The Birth of Jesus Christ (Immanuel) 
__12/22/25 I Timothy 2:1-4   God Wants All People to Be Saved 
__12/23/25 Acts 4:8-12    Peter Proclaims Salvation Through Jesus 
__12/24/25 Psalm 98:1-3   All the Earth Has Seen Godôs Salvation 
__12/25/25 Isaiah 52:7-10   The Salvation of Our God 
       (Christmas Day ï December 25) 
__12/26/25 Titus 2:11-14   Salvation Offered to All People 
__12/27/25 Hebrews 1:1-12   Jesus Christ Is Superior to Angels 
 
__12/28/25 John 1:1-14   The Deity of Jesus Christ 
__12/29/25 Matthew 25:31-46  Jesus Tells About the Judgment of Nations 
__12/30/25 Revelation 21:1-6  The New Jerusalem 
__12/31/25 Ecclesiastes 3:1-13  A Time for Everything 
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Thank you for your participation in the 
Lordôs Acre Auction and Luncheon! We 
had a great turn out thanks to the many 
volunteers and donations. Thank you for 
you support.   

Church Use Reminder  
 

We invite you to use our nursery 
room during church service.  
We also have rooms available in the 
Education Building and church, 

should you want to host a meeting or gathering. 
Please contact the office to reserve.  
As always, we ask that you kindly pick up after 
use and leave the rooms as you found them. 
Thank you  

December Lectionary  

December 7 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 

 

December 14 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 35:1-10 
Luke 1:46b-55 
James 5:7-10 
Matthew 11:2-11 

 

December 21 
4th Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 7:10-16 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 

December 24 
Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96 
Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 
 

December 25 
Christmas Day 
Isaiah 52:7-10 
Psalm 98 

Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12) 
John 1:1-14 

 

December 28 
1st Sunday after Christmas 

Isaiah 63:7-9 
Psalm 148 

Hebrews :2:110-18 
Matthew 2:13-23 



 

 

December Liturgists 
 

Dec 7   Dð Judy Whalen 
            Fð  Lance Lansing 
 

Dec 14  Dð Joan Thompson 
            Fð Pam Gould 
 

Dec 21  Dð Kent McConnell 
            Fð Ron Ingwell 
 

Dec 24 Dð TBD 
            Fð TBD 
 

Dec 28 Dð Kent Miehe 
            Fð Dennis Wirth 

December Ushers  
 

Dec 7  Cathy Paulson 
   Beaver Paulson 
 

Dec 14 Todd Chiaverotti 
    Cheryl Chiaverotti 
          

Dec 21  Brooke Douglas 
     Gracie Douglas 
 

Dec 24 TBD 
 

Dec 28 Dick Allendorf 
    Tim Osterday 

Sneak peak at January 4 
 

Liturgist: Dð Judy Whalen 
                Fð Lance Lansing 
 

Ushers:    Beaver Paulson 
                Cathy Paulson 
 

Acolytes: Jake Fox 
                Frankie Smith 

December Acolytes 
 

Dec 7    Cheyenne Elzen 
             Ryley Burbach 
 

Dec 14   Chesne Fink 
             Cruz Fink 
 

Dec 21   Coby Lancaster 
             Hendrix Lund 
 

Dec 24  TBD 
 

Dec 28  Rya Fitzsimons 
             Piper Ritchie 
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Schedule 

  

Dec 13  Rev Han & Myunsgu Lee 
Dec 27 Pat & Danielle Hardyman 
Dec 27 J. Michael & Pam Gould 
Dec 27 Tim & Stephanie Stover 

Dec 1  William Eaton 
Dec 3 Brooks Bailey 
Dec 3  Kevin Quinn 
Dec 5  Steve Carpenter 
Dec 5  Edwin Stanton 
Dec 5 Gerald Sauer 
Dec 6  Mindy Swanson 
Dec 7  Emma Hill 
Dec 8  Mary Ann Kowalski 
Dec 8  Cole Pettijohn 
Dec 9  Christine Hill 
Dec 9  TJ Nyffenegger 
Dec 11 Kyler Johnson 

Dec 12  Harley Douglas 
Dec 12  Ron Ingwell 
Dec 13  Anne Craig 
Dec 13  Chris Parkinson 
Dec 14  Danielle Hardyman 
Dec 17  Andrew Kelly 
Dec 17  John Wamsley 
Dec 18  Owen Thompson 
Dec 19  Bonnie McDaniel 
Dec 19  Lance Lansing 
Dec 19  Joyce Stoddard 
Dec 20  Brad Whitford 
Dec 21  Katie Carlson 
Dec 22  Donna Coleman 
Dec 22  Athena Abraham 
Dec 25  Jesus Christ 
Dec 25  Christa Wamsley 
Dec 31   Jessica Elzen 


